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Transit-Walkability Collaborative Established

New coalition plans to promote walkable, transit-rich communities

Victoria, British Columbia: The Victoria Transport Policy Institute announced today the
formation of the Transit-Walkability Collaborative, whose purpose is to expand safe, healthy,
equitable, and sustainable communities by harnessing the synergy between walkability and
quality public transit service.

The nine founding members of the new coalition work at the national, state, and local level in
the walkability and transit advocacy movements. They are Center for Transportation Excellence,
American Public Transportation Association, National Association of Public Transportation
Advocates, Victoria Transport Policy Institute, Circulate San Diego, WalkDenver, Health by
Design/Indiana Citizens' Alliance for Transit, WalkBoston, and America Walks. Each organization
has signed on to a shared Statement of Purpose, which can be found on the America Walks web
site here: http://bit.ly/2m4HpTV.

The Transit-Walkability Collaborative notes that integrating walkability and public transit helps
to create safe, affordable, and enjoyable neighborhoods, whose residents complete their daily
activities while owning fewer vehicles and driving less often. These communities experience
significant public and private-sector cost savings, lower rates of traffic fatalities, reduced air
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions, higher levels of physical activity, and a better quality
of life - especially for low-income families.

"Walkability and transit advocacy complement each other and accomplish common goals
neither can achieve on its own," said lan Thomas, State and Local Program Director with
America Walks and coordinator of the Collaborative. "By ensuring a high level of service for
both walking and public transport, we stimulate mutually-reinforcing community benefits that
help address a range of social problems - from health to economics to quality of life."
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Victoria Transport Policy Institute research indicates that residents of walkable and transit-
oriented communities tend to own fewer vehicles, drive less, rely more on more resource-
efficient travel modes, and as a result, are healthier, safer and wealthier, as described in our
recent report, Selling Smart Growth (www.vtpi.org/ssg.pdf). Motorists also benefit from
reduced traffic and parking congestion, and reduced chauffeuring burdens.

The Transit-Walkability Collaborative has identified long-term objectives in the areas of
research, communications, capacity-building, and policy change, and adopted a 2017 Action
Plan. One of the first priorities will be to conduct an environmental scan of walkability and
transit advocacy groups, and then expand the circle further. "We also plan to reach out to
organizations with primary interests in bicycling, disabilities/access, social equity, public health,
and smart growth," said Thomas.

Several upcoming events are being planned to stimulate more interest and discussion about the
alignment of walkability and transit campaigns. A fact sheet will be published in March in
conjunction with a special webinar, and an online survey will be launched at the same time - to
collect information about the ways walkability and transit advocates are collaborating around
the country and what support they need.
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The Victoria Transport Policy Institute is an independent research organization dedicated to
developing innovative solutions to transport problems. Its work helps expand the range of
impacts and options considered in transportation decision-making, improve evaluation
methods, and make specialized technical concepts accessible to a larger audience. VTPI’s
research is used worldwide for transport planning and policy analysis.

About the Transit-Walkability Collaborative: The Transit-Walkability Collaborative exists to
promote the benefits of walkable, transit-rich communities; to bring together transit and
walkability advocates at the local, state, and national level; and to identify and implement
programs and policies that simultaneously expand walkability and transit services in
communities across the U.S. The founding members are:

e Center for Transportation Excellence (http://www.cfte.org)

e American Public Transportation Association (http://www.apta.com)

e National Association of Public Transportation Advocates

(http://www.publictransportation.org/napta/Pages/default.aspx)

e Victoria Transport Policy Institute (http://www.vtpi.org)

e (Circulate San Diego (http://www.circulatesd.org)

e WalkDenver (http://www.walkdenver.org)

e Indiana Citizens' Alliance for Transit (http://www.indianacat.org)

e WalkBoston (http://www.walkboston.org)

e America Walks (http://www.americawalks.org)
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