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« Geography textbooks introduce Devil Priests (Mortimer 1854)
children to foreign lands and
people.

* They are considered scientific and
authoritative, and leave a durable
legacy on our world views.

» This study analyzes descriptions of
race and culture from typical
British and North American grade  Geography readers told stories about foreign
school geography textbooks countries and peoples, often designed to highlight
published between 1847 and 1955, Vestern superiorty.
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STAGES OF SOCIETY. IITOHBLLS SGHOOL GEOGRAPII).

THIRD REVISED EDITION,

This cover page has a
plate illustrating the
“Stages of Society”
which include savage,
barbarous, half-
civilized, civilized and
enlightened.

A SYSTEM OF

|| MODERN GEOGRAPHY,

COMPRISING A DESCRIPTION OF THE I'RESENT ETATE OF THE

WORLD,

AND ITS FIVE GREAT DIVISIONS,
AMERICA, EUROPE, ASTA, AFRICA AND OCEANICA,

WITI TUARIR SEYERAL
EMPIRES, KINGDOMS, STATES, TERRITORIES, ETC.
EMBELLISHED BY NUMEROUS ENGRAVINGS.
ADAPTED TO THE CAPACITY OP YOUTH.

Positioning this image
on the title page
indicates that the rating
of societies is a critical

ATLAS OF TWENTY LIGHT MAPS,

DRAWN AND ENGRAVED 10 ACCHMPANY THE WORE.
1,

BY 8. AUGUSTUS MITCHELL.

PHILAGSLPHIA:

'THOMAS COWPERTHWAIT & CO.
1850,
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The “Races of Men”
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include

European or Caucasian (White),
Asian or Mongolian (Yellow),
American Indian (Red), Malay
(Brown), and African or Negro

(Black).

“The European or Caucasian is the
most noble of the five races of
men. It excels all others in learning
and the arts, and includes the

most powerful nations

of ancient

and modern times. The most
valuable institutions of society, and
the most important and useful
inventions, have originated with
the people of this race.”
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GEOGRAPHICAL DEPINITIONS.

201, What 15 the fronticr of a country?
A. Those parts which lie near the border or boundary, the
ontside portions,

202, Thus we say, the Northern fronts oty the Southern fronticr, &c.,
according 23 the parts are situated to the North, South, Bast, or West,

202, What are the manitime parts of a country !
A, Those parts which border on the sea coast,

Ny
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RACES OF MEN,

294, Man i5 the most perfect of the works of God, being created in
his own imoge, and formed by bis wisdom, to subdue and cxercise
dominion over atl the curth,

. 295, From whom has the whole linman race dessended ?

A, From our first parents, Adam qnd Eve.

206, Wiat does the human recs present ?

A, Several varieties, differing greatly from each other in
colour, form, and features.

297, What is the canse of the varictics in the liuman race?

A, 1t is probably owing to a difference i elimate, food, and
made of life, and no doubt partly 1o causes which we do not
understand.

208, What are the yarions races of mankind?
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GEOGRAPHICAL DEFINITIONS. 41
A, They are five, the European or Caucasian, Asiatic or
Mongolian, American, Malay, and Aftican or negro, A

204, How may they be classed in regard to their colour‘l

A. Into the White, Yellow, Red, Brown, and Black races.

300. \What nations does the Earopean or White mes include ?

A. The nations of Europe, Western Asin, the North of
Africa, with all the white inhabitants of America and other
retions,

301, What nationa docs the Asiatic o7 Yellow race include

A. All the nations of Asin east of the Ganges river, (ex-
cepting the Malays of Malacca.)

302, What other nations belonyr ta this race?

A. The Finns and Laplanders of Europe, and the Esqui-
matx of America, also belonz to the Asiatie race.

303, What part of the earth docs the Americun or copper-coloured
rzee inhabit?

A. The whole of the American continent, except those
parts occupicd by the descendants of Europeans, with the
Esquimaux and Negroes,

304, What nations does the Malay or Brown race include ?

A. The people of Malacea and Malaysia, with those of
Pol) nesin and New Zealand,

305, What part of the earth does the African or Black race inhabit?

“A. Al Western, Central, and Southern Afvica, with a
considerable part of Madagasear and Australasia.

: 806, A l:grgc number ol‘ (!xis £00. 1K fmmd in lrolh North and

307, The Enropean or Caucasian is the mest noble of the five races
ofmen, It excels all otlicrs in learning and tlic arts, and includes the
mast gowerful nations of ancicat and sriodern times, - ‘The most yaloas

bls institations of society, and the mast impartant and useful inven-
tions lxa\o ariginated with the pwple of this race,

In what doou it cxecl all ouxmr
What doca it include ?
What lins onginated with the people of: this ree f

Tawliich of the rees of men do the greater part of the people of
the United States belang 7

To which rece do you beleng 1
F.
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Describes three
principal races: white,
yellow and black.

Categorizes races by
their material progress
from savagery to
barbarianism and
civilization.
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are sometimes said to form the red rese hoeanse |
of their reddish-yellow or copper-eolored skin,
They are uot so numerous as the Malays, bat
they oocupied noarly the whole of the American
wontinent before it was settled by whites. Many
of them wore savages, though some tribes in the
westorn highlands of loth North and South
America were more

M

Black Race. The home of the black
race is central and southern Afriea and
some of the Australian islands.  The
people of this race have coarse woolly
or kiuky bair, protrading lips, and dark
brown or black skin,  The black race
includes sbout one tenth of the people
in the world, and is the least civilized
of all the races.

The negroes, whose home is contrml Africa, form

Papwan type inclades the savages of Now Guinea
nod some other Australian ishands.  The natives of Awstralia itsdf have
binck skin but steaight hair, and by some are called o soparate meo.

DENSITY OF POPULATION.

Although people are fonnd in nearly all parts of the
workl, very many more live in some parts thau in others.
A region very thickly peopled is said to have great den-
wity of population.

In other regions one might travel for hundesds or even
i is of miles, seldom, if ever, ing ol Twinge
or any sign that people lived there.  Such a region is said
to be thinly peopled, or to have a sparse population.

Om this map the most thickly peopled regions aro shown by the dark-
went linine ; the regions of delﬂum,l-ylhelmhlrr
lining; and the most thinly peopled regions, by

In which grand division are the largest regions of v-ryd-m- popala-
tiom T Tn what part of the grand division is cach? What type Tves in
wach? Theso rogions do not form a lange part of the continental pla-
tomn, yet they are so densely popalated that they eontain about two
thirds of the people in the world !

In which two grand dividons are the largest regions of mesderatoly
donse population? To what types do the people of these reginns in
Eurnsia bwlong? To what type

do the people in erntral Afrien
bolong ! Where is the largest
gion of mederatoly dense pop-
wlation in the western hemis
wpheore ! This is the castern half
of our own eountry. Nearly all
the regions of dease and moder-
ately demse popalation in North
and South Ameriea, Australia,
and southern Afrien nre ocoupied
chiefly by Aryan people whose
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Natives of Kafiraria, South Africa.
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nents, hut the population is so sparse that they
do not eontain s many people as live in the two
Brtle isdand groups, the one enst, nod the other west
of Eurnsin. Compare this population map with
the rainfall map (p. 26), and tell why s of
thess thinly arc pot fitted for a
e

A WHOLE.

MAN'S CULTURE.
of Man. Man is con-
stantly larning how to make things
amd to do things which enable him
to live more comfortably.

We have many convenionors nowndays, suech ne
the elvetrie light, milrosds, swing machines, and
hundreds of other common things, which were cne
tirely unknown when our grandparents wers
childron. Name severnl others. A few hundred
yoars ago the art of printing was unknown ; the
only books which then existed were written by
hand, snd compmmtively fow people knew how torend.  Sote of these obd
books wore histories, from which we learn how people lived at that time.
A few thouwsamd years ago no one in the world had yet learned how 1o
write, and wo know very Httle of bhow peaple then hived, sinco they left
Bo written record of anything  Stll it s cortain that peopls lived long
before that, beestise in rock deposite that are many thousands of yesrs
obd, we find things that must have boen made by men, such as stooe
arrowhonds, stone mxes, bits of pottery, and picecs of rvindoer horn with
runde pictures seratehed on the.

Savagery. Wo therefore conclude that at one time,
many thousands of years ago, all, or nearly all, people were
more ignorant than the most savage tribes now liviog.,

They probably did not know how to make anything, but lived in eaves,
wore no clothing, amd ate only fruits, nuts, roots, and such insects as

| they enald cateh, and sach small animals as thoy could kill with clubs

aond stones. At last some one may have loarmed how to tio a sharp stone
om the end of a stick, and thus make a spear with which to spear fish or
Kill animals. Then someo one may have learned that sticks rabbed
together will get hot and at st barn, thus starting & fire.  The most
ignorant tribes in Aunstealia to-day do not know how to do mueh more
than thie. Grdually some of the carly men invented bows and arrows,
discovered how 1o chip stones rudely into shape for arrowheads and axes,
wnil lemrned how to make a canoe by bollowing out a log with tirv snd

! wlome sermpers.

DENSITY OF POPFULATION

ancestors went there from Eu-
rope 1o Hve within the last
handred years,

What part of North Ameriea
is very thinly peophd? What
port of South America; of Bu-
wnsing of Africa; of Austenlin
These regions together include

worw than halfl of all the conti-
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Teaches that all British subjects live under the rule of a
law which does not differential “between the settler
and the native”, reinforcing the belief that there is in
fact no racial prejudice or inequality in the Empire.
British Supremacy is taught as universally beneficial.

Quotes:

«  “The aborigines of Australia are fast dying out.
There are now less than 60,000. They are low in
the scale of civilization” (p. 31).

*  “The Maoris, originally from Hawaii, may be
considered the native race. They are intelligent
and, on the whole, quick to adapt themselves to
European ideas.” (New Zealand, p. 40).

*  “The Hindi is an industrious and skilful worker: he
is simple in his tastes, and is a vegetarian and
total abstainer.” (p. 85).

AT N N J ACGET S N J LG S ) PR A N N MO S N MGET S W &
CERE SRR ¢ R TR ¢ R NI ¢ R NERTBIY ¢ A DRI ¢ R R



M“

lll

*.N ,m“

.,..k Tapse// (]915)

6

CHAPTER 1L

A

THE LITTLE DARKIES.

1. A merry crew are these little darkies—
happy, care-free, ebony mites, dressed, in their
early days, in nothmg at all, or perhaps in just
a short shirt that is not at all in the way if they
want to paddle, to make mud pies, or do any of
those hundred and one things which children
love all the world over.

2. If the limbin

4
i“‘? \

trees, the shirts are slipped off and left at the
foot of the tree, leaving the owners as free as the
monkeys to climb aloft for banana, coconut, or
orange.

3. You do not need to see these little people
to know they are in the grove. Their merry
voices and shouts of laughter ring out so clear
in the still, damp air, that you hear them long
before you reach the place where they are at
play

. Or maybe you hear the strains of some of
the sweet old negro songs, for, little and big, the
darkies all love to sing. On market days the
roads ring with laughter and song, as men,
women, and children carry their goods to market.
They also dance as they go along the road—
dance for the very Joy of life and movement in
the bright morning air.
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Jamaica. 16

5. There is one thing they love even more
than dance and song, and that is eating. A little
darkie is always ready and eager for his meals.
Thfa meal may consist of fruit alone, or of rice,
or it may be of salt fish and vegetables cooked

Children at play in Jamaica.—FPage 6.
but, whatever it is, the dark eyes grow
eager and the little black faces wear a happy
smile, as they watch Mother making it ready.
6. Then they fall to, and in a very little while
there is not so much as a single scrap of food

in fat;

to be seen. Bones are picked as clean as clean
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Emphasizes the |mportance of
tolerance and respect for different
cultures. It states that,

JOURNEYS NEAR AND FAR

BY
L. A. DEWOLFE

Direcsce of Rural Education fur Nova Sootla
Tra, N. &

“Unthinking people usually believe

that that those of other language,

religion, and culture are inferior to
themselves. We must remember,
however, that differences do not

imply inferiority. Our thoughts, habits, :
and beliefs depend upon the

accident of birth...From this it does ’
not follow that a person of any given i
nationality or religion is better or

worse than his follow-man of

different creed or nationality.”

TORONTO AND LONDON
\ J. M. DENT AND SONS LIMITED
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o
Provides basic
geographic concepts and
definitions, and describes
the lives of children in six
foreign cultures including
northern Canada, Peru,
Brazil, The Netherlands,
Egypt and Japan.

Portrays Japan in a
positive light, just a
decade after World War II.
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SOUTH POLE
S0UTH POLE

JAPAN 2

give themselves a sponge bath before stepping into
the large tub,

The children stood aside waiting for Grandfather
to appear before they stepped into the water. He
was a very old man and as long as he lived he would
be the head of the family. He must be first in the

anyone. 3
was pleasant although little furniture was ttl)“beex :
Ll The floor was completely covered with thick straw

mats, and spread on these mats were the beds, Each
bed was made of an over quilt and an under quile
and a small hard pillow.

l Amund the outside walls of the room were large

bath, just as he must be first to be served at meals
and first in all other family matters. ﬁé"" J-

While they were waiting, Kinuko told Chimkan
about the large public baths of which she had heard
from her cousin who lived in Tokyo, Instead of a
wooden tub the city baths had a pool with steps

cupboards with shelves for storing clothing and bed- leading down into the water. Around the edges

ding during the day. At present the screens were

up, sef : " were rooms for dressing, and on a balcony overlook- Z »
l‘l -;ddpl::.r:::ngu:: i oens, but these ing the water were tea 1ooms and a restaurant.  As %
.‘_./‘ windows were dn;:’:’:[;’ ;"p:“'"‘l":;"'l-. T'he at home, many people shared the bath at one time.
e T Cove: ttices Finally G dfath pp 1  foll 4 ¢ the
"!'ll/ c:':l‘:‘ ;O:l:": ;ng;:n l:: "fk"‘lhd”“'" later, Kinuko other meyn of the homc'huld and lastly by the zmen.
WOODEN At he knew that th tining through the lattices so Soan they were all enjoying the nice hot water out >
Now !htn:lu.n 71!““ or eoon be swaks, in the sunny courtyard. YOUNG GiRL
and in a m aint rustling beyond the screen When they were finished Kinuko and Chimkan
2% mother appeared. * the smiling face of Kinuko's ran into the house to get dressed.
> ¥ "Good morning, children,” she " What fun they would have today. This was the
& Your beds and toﬁ: for 25 ba C‘"e-d' ¥old by "Feast of the Dolls” which is held cvery year in Japan
\)j almost ready,” your baths. The water is on the third day of the third month. On this feast
_ i : day the parents honour the girls of the family and do
AR i lh:‘}:;“‘:"’m ﬂtn‘t‘:‘ ’:;;: small brother, Chimkan, were J“Alhﬂ :n to show how n:::h they love d::m
SUSTRAW S prepared, Tc s r“"{::;bfm the bath was On the day of the “Feast of the Dolls” the little
THE FrooR Arge round wooden tub filled girls of Japan bring out all their dolls and dress YOUNG 8OV

with very hot water. A¢ the edges were small bowls

of s0apy water from whiich the s ol Bt them in their finest costumes.  Some of these have

been handed down through the family for hundreds
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Table compares
racial and
cultural
descriptions and
provides
representative
guotes for 20
geography
textbooks.

Year

Title

The various nations are divided into five
races, viz. The European, The Asiatic,—

Hepl esentative Quotes

Torrid zone inhabitants “are of a dark complexion,
indolent, and effeminate. They live usually inslightly
built dwellings.”

Temperate zone inhabitants, “hawve fair complexions, amd
in the northern temperate zone, they are noted for
industry, intelligence and energy, and for having ever led
the wayin human improvement and civilization. 63"

Frigidzone inhabitants “are few innumber, of low
stature, swarthy complexions, and are noted for their
ignorance and stupidity.” {p. 15)

“In the savage state, men usually live by hunting and
fishing. Their wants are few, and they live almostlike
beasts, im miserable huts, dens, and caverns. They are

Elementary The Malay,—The African, —and The eenerally blood-thirsty and revengeful, —as the
1847 | Geography American. American Indians.” {p. 17)
“New Englandis "distinguished for the intelligence and
enterprise of its inhabitants, and its valuable system of
Describes five races: European, Chinese, common schools.” (p. BB. This book was published in
Malay, Indian and African. Highlights the | T oW England)
IMEIIIE?ME’ lea r.nlrlg and industry of “The people [of Africa] are generally idolaters or pagans,
people in the United States and Europe. and show little signs of intelligence. Their complexion is
Describes temperate zone inhabitants as mostly black.” {p. 139)
fair, robust, intelligent and industrious,
in contrast o the dark-colored, “The inhabitants [of Oceania] are chiefly of the Malay
Smith’s First passionate, ignorant and indolent race. By the exertions of Christian missionaries, many
Book in inhabitants of the “torrid” and “frigid” hawve been induced to abandon their barbarous customs,
1854 | Geography ZOMes. and adopt the usages of civilized life.” (p. 148)
Describes five races: European or
Caucasian (White), Asian or Mongolian
[(Yellow), American (Red), Malay (Brown),
and African or Negro (Black). Ranks “Whatis the character of the enlightened nations? They
Mitchell’s societies as savage, barbarous, high- are noted for the intelligence, enterprise and industry of
Schoo! civilized, civilized and enlightened, with their inhabitants; among them the arts and sciences are
1854 | Geography Europeans rated as enlightened. carried to a high state of perfection.” (p. 43)
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* Racial and cultural descriptions changed over time.

» Nineteenth Century textbooks were blatantly racist, claiming that factors such as
intelligence, industry and morality are biological, so non-white races and cultures are
innately inferior. Despite diverse authors and publishers, textbooks repeated key concepts
and phrases. A common theme was that races and cultures evolve based on their
environments, which explains, for example, why “torrid” (tropical) zone people have darker
skins than in “temperate” and “frigid” zones. They often extrapolated this to argue that races
and cultures that evolved in tropical areas where food and shelter are easily obtained are
inherently lazier than peoples in climates that demand more effort to produce necessities.

» During the Twentieth Century they gave less attention to cultural geography and more to
physical and economic geography. Rather than calling non-white races and foreign cultures
inferior they highlighted the benefits that European knowledge and commerce offered
natives, with the implication that foreign nations can become enlightened by emulating
western culture and industry.

* Some books from the 1930-50s emphasized the importance of respecting racial and cultural
differences. This marked a transition from biological to cultural analysis of race.
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Textbooks claimed to reflect
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: Biased
anthropological and human pseud'o:demiﬁc
geography science. anthrﬁﬂ%g%y chle

geography
They contributed to a self-

reinforcing cycle of fear and Inferior housing, education

disrespect for minorities, and employment, more egaffth
discriminatory policies incarceration, lower g et
yp 1 wealth accumulation, more

inferior economic poverty and alienation.
opportunities and
outcomes, that reinforce
anthropological bias.

Discriminatory

Anthropological and policies (inferior Ra?iSt be'i;afs
i i housing, education (fear an

geographic professional and job disrespect for

organizations are working to opportunities) non-whites)

correct these biases and
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* i Duratlon of _/'mpaa‘s

1840 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020
Overtly racist > >
Pseudoscientific ? > >
>
Multicultural Publication period > >|
Use in classrooms
Anti-racist Influence on citizens E

This figure illustrates the duration of impacts: red indicates textbooks’ publication period, blue their period of
use, and green their period of influence on graduates. Before 1900, many geography textbooks were overtly
racist. Some of those books were probably used through the 1930s and so influenced graduates’ beliefs and
attitudes through the Twentieth Century. Starting about 1900, geography textbooks presented pseudoscientific
claims about the superiority of European countries and the benefits of colonialism. During the second half of the
Twentieth Century, textbooks tended to emphasize multiculturalism, and some recent curricula are anti-racist.
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The American T —yYT
Anthropological hak e ‘
Association’s art exhibit and  siracg et ey e e
website, Race: Are We So

Different? critically
examines the treatment of
race at various times and

Race Is Not Genetic History Lived Experience

I t. d F d Current science tells us we sharea  “Race” is a relatively recent idea, dating  Race is the least important aspect in
O C a I O n S b} a‘ n p rOVI e S common ancestry and apparent from the 1600s, to assign social, determining character, yet it is often the

- - biological differences among people cultural, and political rank to most important factor in how others see
re S O u rce S fo r I m p rOVI n g O u r are not as great as they seem. differences in physical appearance.

us.

understanding race and s b &
overcoming prejudices.


https://understandingrace.org/
https://understandingrace.org/
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W Conclusions
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During the Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries school geography textbooks
were an important source of information about foreign lands and peoples. It is
enlightening to examine how those books described race and culture, and
consider how they affected common knowledge and policies.

* Most geography textbooks published before 1900 were overtly racist; they
categorized people by race, which were ranked according to “stages of
society,” from savage and barbarous to civilized and enlightened.
Unsurprisingly, North American textbooks ranked Europeans highest and
described other races and cultures as intellectually and morally inferior.

* These descriptions changed over time. Textbooks published from 1900 to
1940 had less overt racial hierarchies but still emphasized the superiority of
western institutions and the benefits that colonialization provided to natives.

» Textbooks published after 1940 often provided positive stories about foreign
people, cultures and immigrants, and some encouraged students to critically
analyze racism and colonialism.
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« Similar patterns are found in history books,

which incorporated racist geographic concepts.

 These messages left a durable impact on
people’s attitudes about race and culture.
Current discrimination is, to some degree, a
legacy of geography textbook lessons which
portrayed non-whites as culturally, intellectually
and morally inferior, and therefore dangerous
and unproductive.

* Recent academic publications critically
analyzes these racist and colonialist
messages, and provides guidance for
introducing anti-racist and anti-colonialist
concepts to students.
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Racism and Colonialism in Geography Textbooks,
1840s to 1950s (www.vtpi.org/rcgb.pdf)
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Abstract: Geography textbooks introduce children to foreign lands and
people. They are considered scientific and authoritative, and leave a
durable legacy on our world views. This study analyzes descriptions of
race and culture from typical British and North American grade school
geography textbooks published between 1847 and 1955. It reprints
selected texts and images, analyzes how their narratives changed over
time, and discusses their impacts.

Early books categorized race and culture using methods modelled after
biological taxonomies, giving them a veneer of scientific objectivity. They
identified various races (European [White], Asiatic [Yellow], African
[Black], Malayan [Brown] and American Indian [Red]), which were
categorized according to “stages of society” (savage, barbarous, half-
civilized, civilized and enlightened). They were overtly racist (they claimed
that White races are superior) and colonialist (they claimed that European
imperialism was benevolent and beneficial). This allowed Whites to feel
superior to other peoples and supported colonialist policies. Racist and
colonialist narratives declined over time and later books promoted
inclusivity and multiculturalism.
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Racism and Colonialism in Geography Textbooks,
1840s to 1950s

13 February 2023
By Todd Litman (litman@vtpi.org)

A geogrophy class ot the multi-racial Hampton Institute in Virginia, 1899. Most geography textbooks ot the
time contained pseudoscientific racist narratives. (Frances Benjomin johnston, https.//bit ly/3CUhEQ3)

Abstract

Geography textbooks introduce children to foreign lands and people. They are considered
scientific and authoritative, and leave a durable legacy on our world views. This study analyzes
descriptions of race and culture from typical British and North American grade school
geography textbooks published between 1847 and 1955. It reprints selected texts and images,
analyzes how their narratives changed over time, and discusses their impacts. Early books
categorized race and culture using methods after b { ies, giving them
a veneer of scientific objectivity. They i ified various races (| pean [White], Asiatic
[Yellow], African [Black], Malayan [Brown] and American Indian [Red)), which were categorized
according to “stages of society” (savage, barbarous, half-civilized, civilized and enlightened).
They were overtly racm ({they cla imed that White races are superior) and colonialist (they
claimed that i was and beneficial). This allowed Whites to feel
superior to other peoples and supported colonialist policies. Racist and :nlon alist narratives
declined over time and later books p racial i ivity and m i

Annual Meeting. Denver, Colorado, March 2023
https /iaag secure-platform.com/aag2023/solicitations/39/sess! llery/B523/application/21639)
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